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Quod medicorum eft, 
Promittunt medici: tractant fabrilia fabri. Hor. 


Gi LO ERIAED 1 ouGH there is nothing more 
GAS "ee 


Baise me pleafing to the mind of man than 
ers eas variety, yet it may be purfued 

Brae in fuch amanner as to make the 

Le 2)G Sys moft active and varied life a tire- 
ase Spats UF 
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fome famenefs. To illuftrate this 

feeming paradox, I fhall relate 
what I learnt from an humble 
companion to a gentleman of vaft fpirits, (as he is 
called by his acquaintance) who thinks he has fhewn 
his value for time by never having yet enjoyed one: mo- 
ment of it. The active gentleman, it feems, propofed to 
the other to make the tour of England, and:tide-daily from 
houfe to houfe, and from garden to garden}* which in - 
deed they did-in fo expeditious. a mannér,. not - to lofe 
time, that they did not allow the leaft portion ‘of it. for 
the objects they faw to make any impreffion on their 
memories. In the hotteft weather they never walked 
under 
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under the fhade of the plantations they fo much 
admired, and came on purpofe to fee; but croffed 
the fcorching lawn for the neareft way to the building 
they would not reft in, or the water they refufed to 
be rowed upon. ‘Thus they riew through the countries 
and gardens they went to sre, with as much fatigue and 
not more obfervation than a poft-horfe in his ftage; 
and this for the pleafure of varieTy, and the advan- 
tage of IMPROVEMENT. 


In what refpect does this gentleman’s conduct differ 
from his who fecks a vARIETY Of ACQUAINTANCE? 
The confequence muft be exactly the fame; viz, ufe 
and enjoyment of none. An unexperienced man who 
has happened to fee one of this turn eagerly following 
or boating of his acquaintance with the builder, the 
planter, the poet, the politician, the feaman, the foldier, 
the mufician, the jockey, would naturally fuppofe he 
was generally talking with thefe gentlemen in the feve- 
ral {ciences they refpectively excelled in. No. This is 
the only difcourfe which he ftudies to avoid. 


Berore I endeavour to account for this ftrange ab- 
furdity, I would juft obferve, that the perfons I am 
{peaking of are of a very different character from thofe 
who from a mere principle of vanity are continually num- 
bring among their friends, though upon the flighteft 
grounds, men of high birth and {tation, and who al- 
ways bring to my mind juftice Shallow’s acquaintance 
with John of Gaunt who never faw him but once and 
then he broke his head. Equally wide of the queftion 
is that character, who from a love of talking avoids the 
company where his news has been already publifhed, 
and dreads the man who is better heard than himfelf on 
general topics. 


IGNORANCE and an IMBECILITY OF ATTENTION, 
if I may be allowed the expreffion, are the moft proba- 
ble caufes of this inconfiftent behaviour. ‘To avoid me- 
taphyfical difquifitions, let us try if we may {et our 
judgments by comparifon. Men of the weakeft fto- 
machs are ever folicitous of the greateft variety of 
difhes and the higheft fauces, which they conftantly 
reject upon tafting, ~ being as they confefs, too ftrong for 
them, though the objects of their defire and expectation 
before they were brought upon the table. It is alfo ob- 


fervable 
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fervable that when gentlemen after a certain age de- 
vote themfelves to the fair fex, they generally purfue with 
more fervor, and always exprefs themfelves with more 
warmth, than when in the heat of youth, fo long as the 
game is out of reach; but anearer profpect of fuccefs 
{oon difcovers the difference between natural heat and the 
delufion of falfe defire and imaginary paffion. The {portf- 
man cannot be more apprehenfive and concerned for 
the death of the hare“he wifhes to fave, than the old 
gallant is at the approaching opportunity of accom- 
plifhing his defires, which if he obtain, I am afraid he 
will fing no other Te Deum than that of Pyrrhus 
Such another vittory will ruin me. 








Anima/que in vulnere ponunt 


was a famous quotation of doctor Bentley’s on the death 
of an old bridegroom. 


To avoid a dry argument, I have endeavoured to 
fhew by fimilitude, that there may be not only a 
WEAKNESS OF ATTENTION, but even an IMPOTENCE 
oF EAR, which I fhall farther illuftrate by example ; 
and as I do not remember to have feen this fubject 
touched upon by any writer, ancient or modern, I have 
endeavoured to throw it into meafure. 

Ye fages fay, who know mankind, 

Whence, to their real profit blind, 

All leave thofe fields which might produce 
Fit game for paftime or for ufe? 

The well-ftor'd warren they forfake 

And love to beat the barren brake: 
Sooner their pleafures will avoid 


Than run the chance of being cloy’d. 


DAMOETAS ever is afraid 
Left merchants fhould difcourfe on trade: 
And yet of commerce will enquire, 
When drinking with a country fquire. 
Of ladies he will afk how foon 
They think count Saxe can take a town, 


Or 
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Or whether France or Spain will treat. 
But if the brigadier he meet, 

He queftions Him about the fum 

He won or loft at laft night’s drum. 
Or if fome minifter of ftate 

Will deign to talk of Europe’s fate, 
Th’ important topic he declines, 

To prate of foups, ragouts, and. wines: 
Yet he, at Helluo’s board, can fix 

On no difcourfe but politics. 


Once were the linguift or the bard 
The objects of his chief regard ; 
Now with expreffive fhrugs and looks 
He flies the haunts of men of books: 
Yet o'er his cups will condefcend 
To toaft the prebend for his friend : 
For depth of reading tell his merit, 
Extoll his ftyle for force and {pirit : 
Afk where he preach’d, or what his text, 
Enquire what work he'll publifh next: 
What depth of matter, how he treats it——— 
He can’t be eafy till he gets it. 
Wet from the prefs ’tis fent him down, 
Three days before ’tis on the town: 
The title read (for never more is) 
Next having writ ex don: Aluthoris, 
He fpends at leaft the time in finding 
A place to fuit it’s fize and binding, 
As might have ferv'd, if well directed, 
To read the volume thus neglected. 


WueEn laft with Atticus I din’d, 
Dameetas there I chanc’d to find, 
Who ftrait addrefs’d me with complaint 
How Pollio talk’d of the Levant: 


And 
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And how he teiz’d him near an hour 

With the grand Signior and his pow’r: 

Then Athens’ ruin’d domes explain’d, 

And what in Egypt ftill remain’d. 

This talk Dameetas could not bear 

For Pollio had himfelf been there ; 

But from fome fellow of a college 

Would think the fubjeéts worth his knowledge. 
Tue table now remov’d, again 

Began Dameetas to complain ; 

«I knew Eugenius in his prime 


“The beft companion of his time: 


al 


‘ But fince he’s got to yonder board, 
“You never hear him fpeak a word, 
« But tirefome fchemes of navigation, ~; 
The built of veffels and their ftation— 
** Such ftuff as fpoils all converfation. 


n 
n 


“« Good Atticus repeat the verfes, 
“ You faid were lately made by Thyrfis”, 
John at that inftant introduces 
This very fervant of the mufes; 
Dameetas ftarts, and in confufion, 


Curfing the d 
Whifpers the fervant in his ear, 





d ill-tim’d intrufion ; 


John, be fo good to call a chair: 
And flies the fpot akarm’d with dread, 
Left Thyrfis fhould begin to read. 
Anp yet—for all he holds this rule, 
Dameetas is in fact no fool: 
For he would hardly choofe a groom 
To make his chairs or hang his room; 
Nor with th’ Upholfterer difcourfe 
About the Glanders in his horfe; 


Nor 





a 
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Nor fend to buy his wife a téte 

To puddle-dock or Billingfgate ; 

Nor if in labour, fpleen, or trance, 

Fetch her fir Thomas for fir Hans ; 

Nor bid his coachman drive o’nights 

To parifh church inftcad of Whites ; 

Nor make his party or his betts 

With thofe who never pay their debts ; 
Though dazzled with the midgnight glafs, 
Clafp the procurefs for the lafs ; 

When dinner’s ferved upon the table, 

Run to the green-houfe or the ftable; 

Nor at deffert of wax and china 

Neglect the eatables, if any, 

To fmell the chaplet in the middle, 

Or tafte the chelfea-china fiddle. 





——— 
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